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Textual Notes: 6a: rn has been inscribed above a space where there is a mark or flaw in th
sign is small, schematic, but clear. 7b: the bird is slightly short in the tail, but read

Translation: (1) Year 22:

(2) People went out to (seek) (3) amethyst for: Horus, (4) Life-of-Births, the
King of Upper & Lower Egypt, Kheperkare, Son of Re, Sesostris (1), may he live

servitor, Senwosret son of Wenen.
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The value of God’s word in the family

The Sermon of His Holiness Pope Tawadros |l in Wednesday’s meeting 31-8-2022

The Fathers of the Holy Synod of
our Coptic Church agreed that we
concentrate our education in the pe-
riod from June 2022 to June 2023 on
topics related to the Christian family
“‘My family is holy”, and that we fo-
cus in our meetings and our topics
on the family in order to build a sound
thought in the minds of our young
sons, daughters as well as Parents.

One of these topics is that the fam-
ily’s spiritual life should be through bi-
ble. One of the factors for the success
of the family in its very beginning is
its connection with the spirit of prayer
and the spirit of the Bible.

The family is a sacred biblical enti-
ty, its formation came through a writ-
ten commandment, and it is also an
ecclesiastical entity because it was
formed in the church through the
spouses receiving the sacred sacra-
ment of marriage.

The Bible is the voice and pres-
ence of Christ in the family being one
of the sources of strength in the Chris-
tian home. That’'s why its negligence
means the collapse of the spiritual life
of the family.

Then, where does holiness, chasti-
ty and purity come from? How do we
evaluate family behavior? How do we
see the will in her life?

* Holy Bible:

- Good for every day: “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, and
today, and for ever” ) because the
word of God does not change but is
renewed and valid for every day and
for every person.

- Talks about man and his na-
ture: Man is man, he has not changed
since his creation.

- Talks about God’s message to
mankind: God presents Himself with-
out change, He is the same yesterday,
today, and forever, as he was with our
father Abraham and our mother Sar-
ah, as he was with all the fathers in
the Old and New Testaments, and
with us in our time and in all times.

The commandment says “What-
ever happens, conduct yourselves
in a manner worthy of the gospel
of Christ” @, So we should:

1- Not only possess the bible
but also regularly read it at home.

2- Read it constantly with under-
standing and prayer:

This requires a will with obedience
and agreement between the spouses.
For this reason, we read it with con-
centration, patience and persistence.

* Spiritual Training: divide the days
of the year two parts, the days of fast-
ing and because they are the most,
make them for reading the Old Testa-
ment, and the days of breakfast, be-
cause they are the least, make them
for reading the New Testament.

The Bible contributes to shaping
the personality of the home, forming
a common language for the home
which is, the language of the Bible,
and unifying thought within the family,
and this makes it live in peace.

It is good to read the Holy Bi-
ble aloud at home and pray with its
words, so that the house is filled with
the spirit of worship, and the word of
God helps you in understanding each
other, raising children, and facing
problems, so make your reading with
understanding, depth and focus.

Itis also important for you to have a
library at home. The library is an edu-
cational, educational and informative
tool. Make books as if they are your
friends, and be sure to have books of
interpretation inside to help you un-
derstand, study and meditate.

3-Memorize the word of God: Da-
vid the Prophet says, “| have hidden
your words in my heart, that | might
not sin against you” ®. Memorizing
the word of God purifies the mind,
and our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us
that “the words that | speak to you are
spirit and life” ¥, so speak with your
partner with words based on the gos-
pel that have spirit and life.

And the Saint Paul the Apostle
says that “For the word of God is
alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints
and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart” ©.

In the word of God that we read,
we smell God’s breath. On the other

(' Heb 13: 8. @ Philippians 1: 27.

®) Psalm 119:11. ® John 6: 63.

®) Heb 4:12.

hand, St. John Chrysostom says: “Not
knowing the holy books is the cause
of all evil.”

There are three psalms that speak
the most about God’s Word (Psalm 1,
Psalm 19, and Psalm 119);

In Psalm 19, he tells us about sev-
en attributes of God’s Word:

1) Returns the lost soul.

2) It makes a person wise.

)
3) It makes the heart happy.
4) llluminate the eyes.

)

5) Put the fear of God in the heart.

6) You know that the judgments of
the Lord are true and just.

7) More pure than gold and sweet-
er than honey.

These are seven features are on
the number of days of the week, put
them in front of you, and take from
them every single day to lead you in
your life, in your family and in your re-
lationships.

4- Not to neglect the word of
God: If a person neglects the word of
God:

- He becomes without real suc-
cess, because the commandment is
not present before his eyes.

- He becomes unarmed, like a
wasteland, and his deviation and fall
will be easy, because he neglected
the source of education.

- He becomes lost, for the Bible is
the compass of the Christian home.
If he neglects it, he will be lost in this
world.

5- Finally, at the conclusion of
Psalm 19 says, “Let the words of my
mouth, and the thoughts of my heart,
be pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock
and my redeemer” ©),

The Spirit of God appears in your
thoughts, words, and actions with
your partner, so the separation of
the household and the absence of
the spirit that guarantees its stability
makes home cold and dead without
the warmth of the soul.

Let your words be pleasing before
God, holding your hands to raise your
children in the fear and love of God.
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